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For MONDAY, Apri 94, 1815. 





For the Weekly Entertainer. 


TO THE PRINTERS. 


GENTLEMEN, 





_— just arrived from the continent of South America, 
and having had the honour of perusing your Weekly 
Entertainer whilst in the united provinces of the River Plate, 
Ibeg to offer to your acceptance an agecdote of the supreme 
dixector of those provinces. 
I remain, 
Gentlemen, 
Your most obedient servant, 

_  " THOS. SOUTH. 
Bridgwater, April 12, 1815. o ini 








4n Anecdote. of Don Antonio Gervassio Possadas, Gover- 
nor and Supreme Directar of the United Provinces of 
the Rio de la Plata. 


GERVASSIO ANTONIO POSSADAS, being working 
one day in a menial habit, to discover the dispositions of his 
subjects, he happened to be overtaken by one of those violent 

Vol. 55. | lh ad > . storms, 
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storms, called pamperos, before he could reach any shelter; he 
at-last, however, gaimed-sight ofone ; .whieh —was. the habit 
tion of one of the banished Spaniards} he entéred; aid beyoed 
something to quench his thirst. The cottager brought hia 
some ordinary Catalonian wine: the stranger informed the} 
cottager he had been workidg forthe governor the preceding 
day; the cottager went away, and fetched some wine super 
to that he before had presented: the stranger than said, “| 
ain a near relatiQn.1ofhe geverhor ;f the coptager fetched ther | 
some’ port wine: thé ‘stranger’ again replied," “f am th} 
governor himself.” The cottager went away ; but the al 
vernor asked him, “ why he went away so abrupily 2” “ Why, 
sail the-cottager, “you first told me you had. been working 
for the governor; next, that you were a near relation of bis; 
and lastly, that you were the goveruor himseif, I supe 
next you will, try to make me believe: you are the vice 
gerent of St. PeterS but now [neither believe you have bea 
working for him, a relation to him, nor the governor.” “ Wel, 
af you do not, saidthe goxernar, achold my. stars, and oy 
badges of honour.” The cottager fell prostrate at the fee 
of the governor, but he made him rise, saying, “ Come yu 
to my palace to-morrow, and | will see what [ can do fe 
thee.” He wasimade. clerk of \thetkitcben, then ensign, a | 
now he is the principal officer of the united provinces of th 
Rio de la Plata. ;, , 

His name is Dor Carlos Alvear; and in 1814, he took tk 
city of Moutevideo, 





HINTS ON, PLANTING. 


[Communicated by Sir R. C. Hoare; ‘Bart. to the Bath and Westd 
Fuglaud Agricultural Society, and “published in the r3th° Vold 
their Papers.] 

| Ae the avtumn of the yéar 1813, 1 cut down a grove of fir 
: trees, which, from the decayed state of their upper branches 

seemed to indicate a full growth and maturity. ‘They be 

been planted by order of my predecessor at Stourhead, Heay 

Hoare, esq. abut the year 1758, and upon so ‘very shallot 

a suil, thatthe roots, in order to procure tie necessary nourish. 

ment, were forced to extend themselves along the surlact: 

in short, the svil was of so poor a nature, that it could nat 
have been applied to- any other purpose bat to the growl 
of irees. The situation, however, was sheltered ; and on that 
account well adapted to the fir tribe, Beech ang other decvlle 
ous irees had beeu iutermixed with them, bur not 0 any gre 

’ quautily ; 
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vantity ; and no attentian had been paid. to this grove, 
either by thinning or pruning, since the day of its first planta- 


tion. The greater part of the firs were spruce, the remainder 


Scotch... 

The number of trees cut down was hinety-two; and the 
space of ground on which they stood was: three rood, or 
three quarters-of-an-acre.. ‘Pheic produce amounted to ninety 
tons of measured timber; which, at the low price of 4I. 
per ton; produced the sum of s60l.. The largest tree measure 
in length sixty-three feet, and’ in gicth fifteen’ feet and. three 
quarters, and contamed one hundred and eight feet of timber. 
These trees, owing to a want of attention in trimmiag and 
selecting, varied very much in size, some not containing above 
eight feet of timber. 
mature aud art, this small, and poor,plot of ground, from 
the date of its first plantation in 1758, bas, for the term 
of fifty-five years, pai! at the rate of 8l, J4s. Gd, per acre, 
or 6), 10s. LOd. per annum, for the: three rood of land of 
which these ninety-two trees stood ; and if proper Alicntion 
had been given to this grove for a few years afier its first, 
plantation, and if it bad been situated nearcr to some great 
town, both the size of the timbe;, as well as the sale of it, 
would have been considerably jicreased. | ‘These trees grew in 
aplantation just beneath the building in my woods, called the 
Convent. 

A general idea prevails that firs will grow any where, on 
any soil, or in’ any situation. | allow that they wiil grow, 
but not pay the planter interest for growing, in exposed 
situations : for though the soil cannot. be too poor, it dry, 
for this tribe of plants, yet a certai degree of shelter is abso- 
lutely necessary. 1 have found the larch fir to be of a much 
hardier nature than the Scotch; it grows quicker, measures 
more in length when cut down, and iscloser and harder in.its 
texture. The spruce fir, though five, timber, requires morc 
shelter than either the Scotch fir, or lareh. 

In former days, a most infudicious mixture of trecs. was 
made in. the extensive plantations of this neighbourhood, 
namely, beech and fir; by which union the lnxuriant inclina- 
tion of the former was totally checked, and rendered as straight 
and formal a pole as its nerghbour. “The beech will not bear 
vimming,except when very young ; and being the most on- 
salealile wood in our district, should be considered as a tree 
of ornament, not.of profit; whereas the growth of fir trees 
sso rapid, as(inaking use of an old expression) to enable the 
Proprietar to purchase a horse, before any other plantation 
would enable him to buy a saddle. 

By the above statement, Lco uot wisi to encourage the 
4nG-owner to appropriate to the growth of timber any soi! 

‘ _€"' o that 





Yet with all these: disadvantages of 
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that is eqiial to the continued growth of Gort ; which id ihe | 
increasing state of dur population, ought td be the priniar} abe | 


ject of attention. My sole object has bééh to shew what a4 
advantageous profit may be made on land which hay béey | 
rendered unfit by nature for the growth of corh. 


4 
a, 





Particulars. of the important Event which placed France | 
ut the Disposal of Napoleon Buonaparte for many | 
Years, and which happened on the 18th Brunaire, | 


1804. 


[Fiom Secret Membirs df Him, written by one who never quitted him 
for fifieen Years.] 


iw was after his return from Egypt that he began to 
fix my whole attention. Scarcely were we arrived u 
Paris, when I éaw that he meditated some great project; 
every thing in his featares expressed disquietude and am 
bition. On the second of Bramaire, he gave a splemiid 
dinner at Malmaison, at which were present persons of every 
élass and description, General Murat, and Lucien Baonapane, 
being among the number. After dinner the whole comping 
retired into the drawing-room, where a very warm discussion 
fook place. In about half an bour Baonaparte and Roger Dutos 
Jeft the room ; the jatter with a much more free and ane 
mated air than the general. They wentinto the garden, wher 
they remained together for about twenty minutes. On a sudden 
Madame Buonaparte’s carriage came into the court; Genenl 
Mourat went out to réceiveher. Shehad not time to give himhet 
hand, bat jamped hastily from the carriage. “ Where is the 
feneral ?” she said. “ ! do not know ; he went ont jastnow 
with Roger; but M. Lacien is here.” “ Seek the general 
instantly ; [ must speak to him without delay.” 1 told her te 
Was in the garden; she ran thither hastily. 1 went and placed 
myself at a window, whence 1 could easily descend into the 
garden. I was not deceived in my ‘expectations ; Baonaparteno 
sooner perceived Madame, than he quitted Roger Ducos 
and came to meet her. They went togeiher into a neighbour 
ing walk; 1 saw them distinctly. Josephine spoke with eager- 
tiess ; the general kept walking on ; she stopped ‘him sever 
times. At length they tarned towards the lioase. I quittéd 
my post, avd met them upon the steps. 

Madame Bnowaparte held the left hand of her bu 
band ; her countenance was extremely auimated ; there w 
in it 1 knoW not what, at once dignified and mild ; ‘it a 
& pleasing mixtare of heroisin aod tenderness, Buonapare 
: was 
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was pale, and looked thoughtful, but his eyes were turned with 
complacency towards his wife: she would not accompany him 
jtothe drawing-room, but retired to her own apartm: nt. Buo- 
japnrte called Roger Dacos, aud both rejormed ibe-company. 
Ageveral movement was then made; the guests all ré-ascended 
their carriages, aud returned towards the capital. Lucien, 
Marat,and Buonaparte alone remained ; Mavame Buonaporte 
soon joined then 5 they were then it the ante-coum ber. Perceive 
ing Murat, “* How, general,” suid she “ still here ? You donot 
atetid to it. Sir,” she proceeded, turning towards her hesband : 
“ the general ought to be at Paris. To horse! Aw. y instantly 
to the street of Varennes, or | go myself.” Murat siniled, 
but in four minutes he was in full gallop on bis way to 
Paris! while the three who remained returned iato the draws 
ing-room, 

I was extremely desirous of knowing what was in the wind, 
and since nothing detained meat the chatean, [ was on the 
pintof mounting my horse and going to Paris, wheu I perceived 
aparty of infantry making direevly towards the house. IL 
thought it expedient to inform the general of it; he was seated 
beeen his wifeand his brother. “ How,” said he, “ troops?” 
“hisnothing,” said Madame Buonaparte, smiling, “ yourconr 
pany are gone, inive are but bow arriving; it is a rendezvous 
thich | have given, bat be comforted, yoa are not one tod 
miny.” Allthe three then went into the ccurt, where the 
tops ranged themselves in martial order, but without beat of 
dwuw, “ This is admirable,” said Madame Buonaparte to the 
ciplain, “ you are here, Sir, almost as soon as me.” Madam,” 
said the officer, we have been ready to set out these fout 
hours.” The oflicers accompanied the general to the drawings 
toom, ahd some refreshment was given to the soldiers. They 
were acompany of greuadiers. 

About nine o'clock in the evening, a courier arrived with 
dispatches for Buonaparte, when immediately he, with his wife 
atid brother, set off for Paris, giviug orders to the grenadiers 
ta repair thither also, observing the siri¢test silence. The next 
day, no business was so urgent tO me as to ‘starch out ’the 
cise Of what Thad witnessed the evening before. On the 


, firs’ day L could eolleet but feeble glimmerings upon the sub- 


ject; it was not ’ll the sixth of Brumuire that the whole 
wysiery was uorivulled to me, 

In the year LV. at the passage of the Mincio, Buonaparte 
was guilty of some injastice towards a young man who had 
deen a fellow-student with him, and who then sérved ander 
his orders, This offence the other never @ould pardon, 
1 cannot s.yhow it had come to his knowledge, that Buona- 
Parte, with some others, were deterinined, at all ‘hazar s, to 
change the furm of government! He, however, went to the 
director 
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director Gohier, and imparted ‘to liim his discoveries aid sys. 
picions. Gobies, perceiving that the matte: wore a very serious 
aspect, sent to Moulins, desiring to speak with him imme 
diately. Moulins was not at home, nor did he and Gobier meg 
rill the next day. The latter.then told hi.n -of the. information 
he had received, when Moulins, in the utmost astonishment, de. 
sired tosee the informer. He svon arrived, but was destitute of 
any documents to bring in support of bis charge. Gohier heiis 
tated, but Moulins carried his point, and it was decided ‘tha 
the general should be arrested in his. way from Paris to Mah 
maison, where they knew he was to have a party to dinner that 
day. Untortunstely this resolution was not taken in the pre 
sence of him who had discovered the plot; he was left alone, 
Jocked up in another room. 

Gobier urged their communicating the intelligence to the 
other directors, that they mightact in concert, but this Moulins 
opposed. “ One of our colleagues,” said he, ‘* is absent, and, 
of the other two, one is the intimate friend of Buouaparie, the 
other, Barras, is bis patron; but for him this Corsican. had 
never been kpown. We have no occasion for the assistance of 
any oue: away with forms, we are alone privy to .the affair, 
Jet us alone act. Nothing is easier than to. arrest the ge 
neral ; | know two men in the police, who, if supported bys 
dozen soldiers, will readily uodertake the business ; thereis 
no cause for fear, ‘Tie moment the general is made prisoner, 
he will experience the fate of all unsuccessful conspirators; bis 
party wall be annihilated.” : 

The two directors went out together, and secured the per 
sons to whom the execution of their project was to be in 
trusted. Thus far ali was well; but when they returned toGo 
hier’s house, the prisoner was no Jonger to be found in theroom 
where he had been shut up. He, little satisfied with the com 
duct of the direciors, conceived himself lost, and taking ad- 
vaniage of their absence, escaped by the window. When 
the directors found that he was gone—* We are undone,’ ex 
claimed Moulins, “ this fellow is a rascal: sold to our ene 
mies, the conspiracy is a mere invention, a snare laid for us: 
they wanted to set the general, and, consequently, the army 
vpon us. Let us haste, and revoke our orders, if it be not to 
late.” In effect the orders were revoked ; but:one of the men 
who was to be employed in the arrest had previously answered 
a friend, who proposed their going together to the theatre, 
“ [ cannot; L am going this evening upon an expedition of 
great importance ; it concerns, | believe, the arrest of some 
great personage.” 

This proposition was repeated in a house where Madame 
Buonaparte happened to be, who, without any other clue, 
immediately conjectured that her husband might be a perso 
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nd SU. | Teded to. Asaprudeént wife:Herattention wasinstantly directed 
SErious | swig hia, #f he*wis, indeed, the person intended. The 
Ite. | ar of the Jegislative-body she knew sided with him, and she 
w Meet I secured some of the principal ofticers, without, however, saying 
ation re what she had ecasibn for thems: She saw Colonel Per- 
nt, de. ro: [know not what she said to-him, bat he promised to send 
tute of acompany of erenadiers to Malmaison, if she would insure his 
1 We javinge subsequently ‘an-order. to that effect from General 
q that Murat. This she’ promised, and the promise was taithfully pers 
? Mal firmed ;hence arose the visit of the company of greaadiers al- 
that ready mentioned as’ coming, on the second of Brumaire, to 
© Pie | waimaison. “This excellent wife had besides collected a num- 
alone her of her husbanid’s friends at the house of a member of 
ihe council of ancients, in'the street of Varennes. [t wasthither 
_- that General Murat hastened, to be in readiness to give any 
ew orders. 
sind, I While these precautions, to avert the apprehended danger of 
"es he husband, were taken by Madame Buonaparte, Moulins and 
ad Gohier did not retain inactive; they had the address to 
rss ofder a rich Hamburgher, who was at Paris on comniercial 
’ T ihusiniess, to be arrested, under the pretence that he was sus~ 
A) preted of carrying ‘on a correspondence with the ‘enemies of 
y Fiatite. This affair was so’ well conducted, that the same 
a evening Madame Buonaparte acknowledged that she had been 
his darmed without reason. The most curious part of the transae- 
"8 | tin is, that both parties sincerely believed they had been de- 
ecived in their conjectures. It was not, indeed, ’till a long time 
i. afier, that I was fully convinced of so curious a fwet, as that 
Jo. | th intention of arresting Buonaparte had existed in the minds 
a of two of the directors, only a fortnight betore his. triumpb; 
mn for this epithet way justly be given to the ever memorable 
ij. | eighteenth of Bruimaire. 
en EE LDS BE a IN ate: 
. 
ee Queen's Drawing Room Dresses, April -13,-1815, 
$: 
y | ER. MAJESTY—A petticoat of jonquil sarsnet covered 
0 with a beautiful Lndian silver gauze, with draperies of the 
a same gracefully intermixed with superb formed silver iringe, 
d omamented with rolio handsome cords and tassels; rube to 
’ correspond, ornamented with diamonds. 
Princess Augusts appeared in a petticoat of white crape 





over white satin richly embroidered in silver, the ground in 
fleur de lis, with superd borders of the same in large bunches 
of lily, separated by ring spaogles and bouillon ; the draperies 
richly embroidered to correspond, and ornameyted with wreaths 
-Of laurel entwined with fleur de lis in alternate testoons, 
Q fastened 
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fastened at each point with bunghes. of lily, and finishe 
wiih handsome cords and tassels, Robe, green rape agi 
silver, praamented with diamonds, Head-dress, feathers ani! 
diawonds. 
Princess Mary—A petticaatof patent net richly embroidere 
iv silver, with an elegant fancy. bouom.. This dress,was cog, 
posed of one magnificent drapery crossing the whole fropr, 
dorming a point at the lett side ; ibe drapery embroidered in sile 
ficur de dis, and tinished ia yandyke, at each point of which ful 
a drooping tassel ; a smailer drapery on the otherside to corres 
pond, ‘Vuis dress was ornamented with wreaths.of laurel fane. 
fully entwived with buuches of fleur de lisin dead and bright 
foil, wad fiaisiied with bandsome cords and tassels. Robe, whig 
gatia and silver, ornamented with diamonds, Kead-dzess, 
plume of featvers and diamonds. 4 
Princess Charlotte of Wates—Magnificent lama drape. 
xies, beautifully aod elegautly supported with, wreaths of 
white roses, intermixed wiih silver lama leaves, finished 
with silver polio, cord, aod bullion tassels, over a sich 
white saua petticoat, gummed: with blond, satin, and silver; 
tain of silver tissue, superbly trinmed with a quantity of 
silver blond lace. Head-dress, a profusion of ostrich feathen, 
anouoted ou diamonds ; necklace and ear-rings of diamonds, 
Princess Dopina Matilda—Rich embroidered drees on whit 
Satin. 
The prevailing colours were lilac, violet, pea green, apd 
azure blue, White satin was generally worn with bandeaaxof 
jewels, and plumes of feathers. 
The prince regeat and the duke of York wore field marshals 
uniforms. Most of the ofhcers appeared iv the uniformsof 
their 1espective regiments, 
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HUMOUROUS DESCRIPTION of the OPPOSITION 
SPEAKERS in the PRESENT HOUSE of COMMONS. 





fo Mr. Tobias Brande, of Bigwuddy, Maryland, Uyitgd 
States. 


No. 5, Bearbinder-lane, America-square, the 
Sd Day of the 4th Montli. 


Frienp Toptas, 


J HOU hast oftentimes enjuined me to send thee some pat- 
ticulars concerning the persons who are called the Oppost- 

tion in this country, and whom thou rightly considerest as better 
friends to the states than any Federalist between Blowing Fly- 
6 Creek 
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uishe ; I be the better 
Passamaquoddy Bay. ‘That I may 7e OK 
al pak comply qth thy injunctions,-I have posted my- 


gif from day to day in. the gallery of the parliament house, 
‘den od baye collected by inquisies from others, and my own 
reered observations, much curious information, of which I will sew 


‘fen jmpart to thee a portion. Thou first enguirest what. are 
an the oumbers of the Opposition ; of this matter | cannot ‘tell 


ch fy] tee more, than that I have. seen their numbers vary, from 
Orre,| voto twenty three oF thereabout. On the very last ght J 
fanc.| #98 ihere, their muster rol] was the stroggesl, amounting to 
prigig) ‘wenty-one In a lump or compact body, and some two or Ahree 
white suagglers at the bar. Ot - 
885, 4 As for their persons and appearance which thou requirec 
me 40. describe, it may. suffice that | tell thee that they 
rape.) 9 much resemble an..equal number of members of can- 
hy of gress: Lhow wouldst say that 1 spoke srom prejudice and 
isbeq partial affection, if L were to affirm what doth nevertheless 
rich | appear to me—that on the whole they were not quite so well 
Iver, | favoured. | 

y of They call a short and squattish gentleman, of the name 
hen, of Ronsoyby, their leader; but my mind misgives me if there 
ds, | be notmore ihan one-half who are loth to follow him, q he 
bie | 4ader,is, as verily he ought 4o be, a very cautious guide, 
god rarely propoundeth he any thing which canbe contra- 
aod dicted.ar pbjected,to, ‘There is so mach sameness and dis- 
of | setion ip his style, that can enable thee to judge of any 
| Quantity of it by a small sample. Discoursing of .a treaty 
has | of peace, quoth,the leader, “ I cannot pronounce an opinjon 
nsof | BpQM.this treaty, Mr. Speaker, until 1 have read it. No 
ope has a right, Mr. Speaker, to call on me for an opinion 
npon this tresty until [ have read it. This treaty cane 
— not be printed, and in the hands of members before Tues- 
ON day next at.nvon ; and then, and not ’tll then, Mr. Speaker, 
“ will l, fpr one, form my opinion—upop this treaty. Lam 
botsuch a fool as [am generally supposed to be.” Here he 
pauseth, and raising his spectacles with his hand, and poising 
gd Wen dexterously on his forehead, he looketh steadily at the 

speaker for some moments. 

Whitbread (uot Whitebread as thou callest him) hath more 
the | ¥elght, I think, thanthe leader. He isa very boisterous and 
lengthy speaker, and stroagly remindeth meof Billy Pycroft, of 
Acutucky, whom thou knowest, though he is interior to Pycroft 
in laste and elegance. 


a There is aman of the name of Tierney, one nat of many 
sje Words, bat who «ppeareth to me mighty shrewd and sensi- 
er oT will wager adallar that that is an honest man,” 
y- bath I, gueevenivg lo my neighbours ig tue gallery, upon 


ol. 55, 3 D which 
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| 
which they all cried “ done,” and laughed “very heartily: [| 
‘know not why. st ‘ 

These three, together with a small baronet from Leland, of 
a most’ cantancherous ‘turn ; and a member ‘from Scotland, 
chiefly remarkable for ‘his silken small-clothes and ‘tose, ¢ali 
they“ the great guns.” | 

L ‘will now speak to thee of some of the’small fry, who, 
nevertheless, consider themselves just as big as° their betters, 
and ‘walk ap to their seats in the parliament ‘honse, 
witht huge bundles of papers under their arms, with great 
solemnity. 

I must first tell thee of my friend Mr. Martin, with whom 
I have ‘formed an acquaintance, and in whose coinpany | 
take great delight. I dined with himt at the chop-house last 
"Wednesday, and, to say the truth, found bim a man after my 
own kidney. As a public speaker, he is chiefly noticed for a 
strange habit, that whenever he openeth his mouth, he taketh 
that opportunity of closing his eyes. 

There is one Mr. Gordon, a middle-aged gentleman; witha 
grave visage, who hath an appropriate but unseemly cognomen, 
which, as thou wilt probably shew my letter to thy wile, ‘I will 
impart to thee ina postscript. ; 

{ must not forget ‘a dainty young gentleman of the name 
of Lambton, who declaimeth in a very peculiar style. I 
know not whether there be more of oil ‘in his deportment, 
or of vinegat in his tongue. [ must indulge thee from my 
memorandum book with a specimen of this youth, Speak- 
ing one day of the congress and the kings at Vienna, saith 
he “ What, Sir! shall a cleb of congregated cannibuls 
feed’ on the carcase of unoffending —Europe ? What, Sir! 
Shall his majesty’s ministers, a set of profligate and perjured 
swindlers, retain their seats in the cabinet, when they ought 
to be drawn aud quartered without a trial ? As for Lord Castle- 
reagh, Sir, | thank my God three times a day that the noble 
and unsollicd blood of the Lambton’s is not polluted by any 
admixture with that of the plebeian Stewarts.” Thou must 
admitihat these are hard words, and yet delivered he them 
with so much composure and good humour, and to all ott 
ward appearance so ‘little moved was he by the spirit, that 
1 conjecture he was by no means in carvest, but perchance 
a secret partisan of the ministry’: the more so as Mr. Chane 
eelior Vansittart thrice said “ Heer, bear !” during his decia- 
mation; and Friend Martin whispered me, that the jack 
onapes,” as merrily he called tim, “ did his own pariy more 

harm than good ” 

Phere is alsoa Mr. J. Grant, a swaggering man, bet in my 

mind avepid speaker. He seemeth well-contented wid i 
‘ seli, 
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| elf, but on this and other matters holdeth strange doctrines, 
© ’ 
whereia he standeth alone.” 


iy) [have heard many questions put very genteelly by a 

d Mr Bennett, an honourable ; who is in my mind mighty 

ra, vel bred, though he disfigureth himself by wearing a 

land, een wig. He is attentive to business, ana hath lately 

er Seerered a mistake of three: farthings in an account of 

whe, | tirty millions ; but he somewhat surprised me by calling 

tteng, | the secretary at war, (the Munro of this country,) his ) 
‘T honourable friend, and a very. infamous man, ia the same 


onse, 


’ 
y ! 
areat breath. | 


He hath a brother elder in years, bot less in stature than 
himself, who rarely speaketh, the which I attribute to his hav- 


iho - : ; 
iy I ing held an important office of the state, which hath taught 
lage | bi to be wise and keep silence. I know not more of his 

+ my ofice, than that the insignia thereof consisted of a staff o1 

or, | sick many feet longer than him who bore it. 


eth | 1 must not forget the mention of Sir Charles Monck, 
thom [reckon a merry and facetious jester. Tle bath 
tha | Mp the whole house in a state of merriment upwards of 
three quarters of an hour, by reading an ancient missul re- 


nen ‘ or 
wit | Peetiug something which he called the order of the batir, 
_ | He was, however, despite of his jests, grievously disposed 
‘me | @ blame an addition of forty marks to the salary of a 


{ | deputy messengers, which he said was a violation of the con- 
ent, | séitation, and a discharge of the subjects of the realm from 
ue their allegiance ; and such is the wretched state of the Hy 
ag. | Snances of this country, that this worthy county member 
ith | protested he did not know where the forty marks were to come 
alg | ftom. 

it | Lastly,let me name to thee a youngster, who hath been 
eq | Bistaken fora wit in foreign parts, by the naine of North 
it | Douglas. He seemeth to belong to no party, and yet willing 
ie. | belong toall. Heis a forward and frequent spealer-—re- 
Je | Uatkable for a graceful inclination of the upper part of his 
ry | 2ody, in advance of the lower, and speaketh, I suspect, (after 
st | ‘manner of an ancient,) with pebbles in his mouth. Ile 
in | Sha strange custom, when speaking, of holding his hat 
} | “0uehaod, and smoothing the felt of it with the other, the 
it | Mich made me at the first entertain « ludicrous notion that he 
é | “Ss tecommending the hat to the speaker, and exhorting him 

to purchase it, 


\e 

" I must now bid thee farewel, but I have much more to com- 
‘ Municate to thee. 

; Thy Friend, 


HEZEKIEL GRUBB, 


Descript (on 
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Description of the Tslind of Barratatia. 


TO THE, EDITOR, 





Sir, 


nn of your readers can be ignorant of the wise and 
vigorous manner in which a certain celebraied pérsonage 
ycleped Sancho Panza administered the government of his 
island of Barrataria, and most of them will be inelined to admit 
that he often displayed a degree of sagacity and justice which 
are not always obtained in more favoured islands. It ap. 
pears, however, from the accounts in the American journals, 
that an island of Barrataria, (1 do not aftirun chat it is the 
identical one over which Panza _ruled,) has lately been cap 
tured by the government of the United Stats, under cireug. 
stances of so interesting and romantic a nature, that b doolt 
not sotie account of them will be amusing to your reader: 
perhaps instractive ; for many, | dare say, never dreamed 
that such an island actually existed. No mention is made 
of it in our Gazetteers, and as 4 geogtaphical notice, there 
fore, it deserves aticntion. The following particulars ate 
derived from an American journal, but no. information ij 
subjoined as to what-became of the unfortunate La Fite: 


.* Barrataria is a bay, or a norrow arm of the gulf of 
Mexico: it runs through a rich but very flat country, until 
it reaches within a mile of the Mississippi river, fifteen 
miles below the city of New Orleans. Tie bay has branches 
almost innumerable, in which persons can be concealed 


from: the severest scrutiny. It communicates with three lakes: 


which lie on the southwest side, and these, with the lake 
of the same name, and which lies contiguous to the sea; 
where there is an island formed by the two arms of this lake 
and the sea, The east and west points of this island were forti- 
tied in the year 1811, by a band of pirates, under the com- 
mand of one Monsieur La Fite. A large majority of these 
outlaws are of that class Of the population of the state of 
Louisiana, who fled from the island of St. Domingo during the 
troubles there, and took sefuge in the island of Cuba; and 
when the last war between France and Spain commenced, they 
were compelled to leave that island with the short notice 
of afewdays. Without ceremony, they entered the United 
States, the most of tiem the state of Louisiana, with all the 
negroes they had possessed in Cuba. They were notified 
by the governor of that state, of the clause in the constitution, 
which forbade the importation of slaves; but, at the same 
line, received the assurance of the governor, that ‘A would 

oblain, 
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| gbuai, if possible, the approbation of the geuetal government 
former retaunng Uts property. oa 

« The island of Barratarta is, situ ted. about lat. 29 deg. 
| y5mia. long. 92 SO. and is as remakabi for its health as lor 
the superior scale and shell fish wiih which lis waters abound. 
The chief of this horde, like Charles de Moor, had mixed 
wih his many, vices sume virtues, In the year 1813, this 
arly had, from its turpitude and bolduess, claimed tie attén- 
‘in Of the govérvor of Louisiana; and to break up the 
elablishment, he thought proper tosirike at thehead. He there- 
fore offered a reward of 500 dollats for the head of Mon- 
sieve La Fitte, who was well known to the inha! itants of the 
diyof New Orleans, from his immediaté counection, and his 
once having been a fencing master in that city,of great re- 
puiation, which art be learnt in Buovaparte’s army, where 
he was a captain. The rewaid which was offeied by the 
governor for the Kead of La Fitte, was answered by the offer 
of areward from the latter of 15,000 tor the head of the go- 
rerpor. ‘Tle governor ordere doula cothpahy to inarch from 
ihe city to La Fitte’s island, and to burn and desivey all 
ihe property, and to bring to the city of New Orleans all his 
Winditti. This company, under the commead of aman who 
had been the intimate associate of this bold captain, ap- 
proachéd very near to the fortified island, before he s:w a man, 
ot lieard a sound, entil he heaida whistle, not unlike a boat- 
sxain’s call. Then ‘it was he found himself surrounded by 
dméd men, Who had emerged from the secret avenues which 
led into Bayou. ‘Here it was that the modern Charles de 
Moof developed his few noble traits; for to this man who 
had come to déstroy his hfe, and all that was dear to him, 
le not only spared his life, but offered him that which 
would have made the honest soldicf easy for the remainder of 
liis days, which was indignantly fefused. He then, with the 
approbation of his captor, returned to the city. This circum. 
stance, and some concomitant events, proved that this band 
of pirates was Hot to be taken by land. Our naval force 
haviig always been small im that quarter, exertions for the de- 
struction of this Eheit establishihe at could not be expected 
frou ihe until auginedted : for an officer of the wavy, with 
wos of The gun-Uoats on that station, had to retreat from au 
ovelwlielining force of La Pitte’s. So svuon as the augimenta- 
tidh of the faty authorised an attock, one was made ; the 
overthrow of this bandini has beea the resalt: and now this 
almost invulierable point and key to New Orleans is clear of 
ad enemy; itis to be hoped the goveraureat will hold it by a 
slong militui'y force.” 
1 remain, Sir, 
Your consiant reader, 
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INTERESTING TRIAL. 


OLD BAILEY, Aprrir 8, 
LOVE MURDER AT LISBON. 


Q* Friday William Sawyer was indicted for the wilfy 
murder of Harriet Gaskets, at Lisbon, by shooting her 
thiough the head, on the 17th of April, 1814. 

The prisoner was a young man in the commissariat de. 
partment of the British army, and the circumstances were of 
a most singular nature. The deceased went out to Portugal 
in the month of February, 1814, and lived with an officer in 
the same department with the prisoner. The latter was also 
a resident at their house at Campo Major, near Lisbon. An 
attachment grew up between the deceased and the prisoner, 
which was the cause of jealousy to his brother officer. Og 
the 17th of April they met at dinner with two or three 
other officers, Harriet and the prisoner appeared much de 
jected, and ate no dinner. The prisoner particularly appeared 
ina state of great mental dejection. Towards the evening, 
he and the deceased walked together in the garden, and the 
report of three pistols was heard, On going into the garden 
the prisoner and the deceased were both lying on the ground, 
Harriet Guskett was quite dead, but the prisoner was not 
He was removed into the house, and soun recovered strength; 
he then cut his throat, but not fatally. The next day his 
brother officers met, and reduced into writing the statement 
of the facts, and it was read to the prisoner, who signed it. 
They collected the facts from report in the neighbourhood, 
and from what they understood to have passed. They said 
the prisoner appeared calm and collected, and understood 
what was read to him, except one witness, who said, it ap- 
peared to him that the prisoner was wholly indifferent to life, 
and he believed would have signed any thing which had 
been presented to him. The written statements were then 
read, in which the prisoner acknowledged be had a criminal 
intercourse with Harriet Gaskett ; that she bad promised to 
live with him, but that her former protector discovering this 

aviangement, he made her promise not to live with bim, but 
slie added she would die with him. That having made up 
their minds to die together, they went into the garden, when 
she drank half'a bottle of laudanum, and he took the remainder; 
that he then at her request shot her through the head, and dis 
charg: d two other pistols against his own ; and that these not 
succeeding, he afierwards cut his throat. This was the sub- 
siance 
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ace of the eviderice against him. Being called upon for his 
| defence, he put in.awritten paper, as follows : 


My Lorp—The severe wound in my throat renders me 
incapable of distinctly articulating ; I have therefore reduced 
to.weiting the very. few observations with which 1 shall trou- 


Wi . t 
io ble the court on this melancholy business. No one could feel 
§ Nett more sincere regard for another than [ did for the unfortu- 


naie_young woman whose death occasions this enquiry ; 


at de. = ; 
de wd I solemnly declare that never for a moment did [ meditate 


ere J. ; 
al the slightest injury against her. I have buta very confused 
8" FT ecollection of this unhappy event, and therefore abstain fiom 


cer in 
3 also 
. An 


sOner, 


entefing intovany detail of occurrences ; | can only assure j 
your lordship that nothing is impressed on My memory ex. 
ceptthe determined resolution expressed by the deceased to 

Oy | commit suicide, and her earnest entreaties for me to follow i| 
thing ler example ; but the mental derangement under which I | 
b dee hboured, entirely precludes me froin stating in what manner 
it was perpetrated. Since my convalescence, | have learnt 


a fom my triends that almost immediately after the unhappy 

| the affair, some admissions were obtained from me; of these { 
rdeq | barenot the slightest remembrance ; but as { was then most 

ung, | Moas to be relieved from my sufferings, 1 probably said 

not, | uy thing likely to. accelerate my dissolution or avoid. impor- 

th. piuity. L very:much regret the absence of Mr. Rickford ; . 
"his he would be a very important witness on my behalf, as he ' 
rent | Mone is acquainted with al] the circumstances relating to this 


fis. trausaction, and well knows the determination of the deceased 
od, '-testroy herself. The gentlemen who conduct the prose- 
aid | tition being aware that the evidence of this person was likely 
‘od o be material to my defence, have very kindly done every 
ap thing in their power to obiain his attendance, but [ understand 
fe, iheit applications to bring him forward have been unsuccess- 
é fal. Iwill not trespass further on your lordship’s indulgence, 
bot trust my case to the merciful consideration of your lord- 


‘a ship and the gentlemen of the jary. 

Ry A great number of officers, some of high rank, spoke 
is 8 highly of hun, as a good tempered and humaue young 
ut “Tt we : : ; 7 

p he earned judge having recapitulated the evidence, the 
a jory retired for nearly two hours, and then returned a verdict 
d guilty ; but strongly recommended him to mercy, as there 
. vasno evidence of malice prepeuse. 

, The verdict being received, the counsel for the prisoner 


inoved, in arrest of judgment, thet the court had no ju isdie- 
lon over the offence, beine conmitted within an independ at 
kugdom, hot subject to Great Brituin. 


9 Lo d 
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Lord Ellénborough adinitted of this objection, but deg 
them to look at the indictment; tg see! if they found any 
objection. In looking it through, two other objections 

















treed, that it ¢id’ not contiude “ against ‘thé form “opqgy of 
statute,” and also * it was not averred ‘that ‘the parties eg S! 
Briyish‘subjects.” Judgment was respited’ in ‘ordé" ta ave 
thésé points of Jaw argued bext term. poll 
’ uly the 
pals f the 

road 

BENGAL ANECDOTE. sf to 

: ee son 
EHAHGIRE COOLY KHAN, governor ..of Bengal pose 

WJ savs Protessor Stewart, a persan in whom wate d) whe 
ahe opposite qaalitics of piety and crucliy. dde coastantiegs tat 
‘tained.in his service an bundsed persons who could: goed thus 
the Koran by heart, and who at ahe ead of every re pres 
bestowed on hun the metit arising therefrom. He.also ait and 


prayers five times a day, and.was much ewployed aie 


Jigious offices : but as a judge be was inexorable... While der 
gaged.in prayers, he frequently, by a mation of :hishandggeh we 
the signal for. theflogging, rhangioy, or beheading: aceubmid ore 


file wasiat alltimes attended. by an hundred tram preterspines ax) 
-whenever the villagers. disputed with him respecting theirsen§ cot 
taxes, and dueés,used to make so dreadtul -a:npise, as terihel§ 8 





‘the rustics intovsubmission. vook | ka 
urd b 

[Hint, to,tax collectors.] BE ‘- 

at 

th 

ANCIENT BADGE OF OFFICE. al 


T may be instructive, perhaps, to.some of our readers, tote 
informed as to the -meaning and origin of the scepit, 
mace, or virge, namely, as used in civil and ecelesiastict 
processions, that it is, originally, an emblem of the sig ( 
ness or direct line or rule of conduct in those -who ekeéult 
civil or religious offices. The sceptie has been the badge 4 
authority, from the earliest ages. [t was auciently nothing mor 
than a siraight, slender rod, studded sometimes, for osnamet h 
with little nails of gold 3; an emblem of integrity in the exer 
cise of power, and of adherence to the s.raight line 
righteousness. “ The sceptre of righteousness” is called sie hp 
sceptre of Christ’s kingdom.” ‘The perfection of the, enfblem 
consisted in the straightness of the stick ; every thing else wa 
ornamental, Phis will account for its being still ased-by # 
tendants in couris of justi e, const ibles, sherils, aud upon apie! 
civiband religious oceasiens. 
™ y IM- 
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IMPROVED WAGGON. 


IBLIC curiosity was lately gratified by the exhibition of 

anew waggon, in Kendal, belonging to Messrs. Holmes, 
eniers, of Carlisle. The improvements of the carriage con- 
sist in the adoption of broad cylindrical wheels, and straight 
gles, with the addition of Lord Somerville’s drag. The 
potion of the carriage was peculiarly easy in passing over 
the pavement of the streets, and the wheels overcame 
the obstractions (which invariably arise from new made 
wads), with a facility that surprised and gratified the spec- 
wiors. Several experiments were made, by placing large 
wef gones in the way of the carriage, but the resistance op- 
gal d by them had very little effect on the progress of the 
sheels, which easily surmounted every obstruction. The ad- 
ante maatages possessed by waggons of this construction may be 
thus enuwnerated : they materially improve ‘bad roa:!s, by the 
pressure of the wheels being applied to an extensive surface, 
sad for the same reason, they preserve good ones in repair, ataa 
|awee expeace considerably reduced. Such machines are also reu- 
bileveol dered much safer, by the breadth and cylindrical figure of the 
wheels ; circumstances which prevent them from being readily 
otertarned—the friction is also materially lessened both on the 
axles and the road, the diminution of which makes thedrauvht 
sen, comparatively easy to the team. The injury done to public ways 
etrihelf 48 well as carringes by the ‘usual method of locking are well 
voat | koown ; but'the expences in both cases are in a great measure 
uvéo § obviated by the adoption of Lord Somerville’s drag. This is 
contrived to clasp the sides of the hind wheels, in steep parts of 
ui, | road, thereby impeding the otherwise increasing velocity of 
the waggon, in consequence of which, the horses draw it down 
abill in perfect safety. 
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“ip (yee reputation, virtue, and happiness, greatly depend on 
euit the choice of ur companions. 

ge a 

inor sia ees hee cae 

men, eee 7 Y , . ° 
3 Answer, by A. F. of Falmouth, to S. Treeby's Question, 
ei inserted December 26. 


the , , ; , ” 
ble HE weight required is = 4 times 320lbs, or 1280lbs. Vide 
s. Emerson’s Mechanies, Prop. 73. 


ale I . . 
ya tr N. Andrew, of Mr. ‘Wallis’s s¢hool, Penzance, has also 
Wel answered this question, 


, Vol. 55, 5 E Answer, 
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Answer, by I. Petviny of Streets tr So DawesCharade, inveried Lamarys, = 


Ae. the feather’d tribe that sing, 
The BLACKBIRD welcomes in the spring. 


#¢* Similar answers have bcen_received from J. P. of Street; G. Mills, 
of Sherborne; S. Carveth, jun. B. M, of Exeter; J. Wheaton, near Sig 
mouth; R. M. and N. Andrew, of Penzance. 





Answer, by ¥, Davy, of Broadwinsor, to F. Tucker's Rebus, inserted the 6h SONG: 


of January. 


Se man whom fortune wealth denies, 
On honest INDUSTRY relies. 


We have received the like answer from J. Postlethwaite, of the royal 
marsne barracks; W. Bickham, of Spring Gardens, near Ashburton; B. M, 
of Excter; E. Dunn, of wee S. Carveth, junior; N. Andrew,of 
Penzance; J. W. of Charmouth; I. Petvin, and Joseph Petvin, ofStreet; 
Pe:er Bourdurnne; J. Newland, of Blackauton academy; J. Thomas, of 
Penzance; H. Crocker, of Cockel; J. Wheaton, of Salcoinbe, near Sig 
mouth; R. Newman, of Fiddleford; J. Bullock, at Mr. Fiander’s school a 
Melcombe Osmond; Philomath, of Weston Zoyland; J. Bond, of Heath. 
stock; J. Russell, of Sidmouth; and G, Major, of Colyton. 








ENIGMA, éy 3. Lamacraft, of Plymouth. 


Am long, I am round, of a delicate hue, 
Pinks, lilies, and vi’lets, on my surface you view; 

A cavern I have, which sometimes contains 
Human fie: h, human bones, nay arteries, veins; 
Tho’ bedeck’d and bedizen’d with flowers so gay, 
I retire to my cell at the approach of sweet May 5 
To the ball and the play I am known to resort, 
And somctimes I am to be seen at the court. 

















CHARADE, by J, Tucker, of Cornworthy School. 


Vessel first, ye bards, you'll find; 
And nexta fish; these parts combin’d 
Aright, to you will shew a queen, 
As may be in the scriptures seen. 


——EE - ee ae 


CHARADE, 


ee 


HEN Britons to the battle went, 
To fight their Roman foes, 
They us’d my first, historians tell, 
Their landing to oppose. 


My next, if I can judge aright, 
The source is of renown; 

The tyrant Boney rose by me, 
1 gain’d th’ imperial crown. 


Botanic friends, these parts when join’d, 
My whole will quickly tell; 

** A water herb” it is defin’d, 
Ingenious bards, farewell! 


9 POETRY 
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SONG: JOHN BULL’S RETURN FROM PARIS.—A PARODY 


ROM Gallia’s clime now haste in time, 
And view with gricf your day-book ; 
kor commerce frets, nor trade forgets 
The effects of folly’s play-book. 
Age comes off with teazing cough; 
Gout renews his flanne! ; 
Old and young at Calais throng 
l'ocress again the Channel, 


CHORUS. 


Who can stay from London town, 
In France what Briton tarries? 

John Bull can’t bear to linger there, 
Since Nap’s return’d to Paris, 


Come all ye Jews, and parlevous, 
And courtezan, and quaker; 
Come players, peers, and leave monsieur: 
‘To Nap, their coffin-maker. 
Haste modish airs, from Wapping-stairs, 
And wit from Norton-falgate ; 
Fly bagatelle to Clerkenwell, 
And eiegance to Aldgate. 
Who can stay, &c. 


The London belle doth proudly swell 
In fashion’s rank and station ; 
Mrs. Sims has chang’d her whims, 
And hates the Gallic nation; 
Mrs. Grill is desperate ill, 
Nought to her is cheary, 
*Till with her Poll along the Mall,* 
She waddles with her deary. 
Who can Stay, &c. 


Who’s that now cries, and pipes her eyes, 
Her handkerchief so handles? 
"Tis Madame Flame, the Borough dame, 
Fear melts her, hke her candles. 
Haste, Goody, pray, and brush away, 
Those monsieurs, du not trust ’em; 
Should you meet them in Tooley-street, 
Why turn away their custom. 
Who can stay, &c 


Prudence guides, no one derides, 
Her every one doth mind most ; 
And to the shore pell-mell they pour, 
W here fishing smacks they find must. 


* The Mall, in St, James’s Park, Westminster. 
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No more they dance thro’ giddy France, 
For now they find their fun done ; 
The piper pay, and run away, 
With swiftest speed to Lohdon. 
Who can stay, &c. 


From Dover’s shore, in chaise and four, 
And cabbage-cart and tandem ; 

To town they drive, while others strive 
To foot it there at random, 

Whose brads are gone, and now forlorn, 
Why they must «do their best, Sir! 

And bless themselves, as lucky elves, 
Napoleon can’t arrest them; 

Since safe arriv’d in London town, 
Where each securely tarries, 

Now let them bear to linger there, 
Nor trip again to Paris. 


Sherborne, March 28, 1815. 


——— da 
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ON SPRING. 


EE how time’s steady, hoary hand, 
At length glides o’er the tedious year, 
And loud proclaims to all the land, 
He brings sweet spring, to mortals dear, 


See how the works of winter’s king, 
Are'by degrees worn fast away ; 

And 10 its place the youthful spring 
Reigns o’er the land with gentle sway. 


The feather’d tribes again are scen 
To hop, and sing with jocund mirth; 

The trees once more shovt forth their green, 
And budding grass spreads o’er the earth. 


The lowing herds graze on the plain; 
The ploughman tills the fraitful land, 

Without the fear of storms or ratn, 
Nor feels the cheek of wintér’s hand. 


The earth a diffrent face assumes, 

Mere lovely far than art can show; 
Divested of dread winter’s glooms, 

It strikes man’s soul with love and awe. 


Exeter, dpril 4, 1815. T. E. DRAKE 


—" 





EPIGRAM. 


“s HATEVER is, is right,” said Pope 
So said-a sturdy thiet ; 
But when his fate requir’d a rope, 
He varied his belief. 


I ask’d, if still he held it good : 

“* Why, no!”’ he sternly cried; 
Good texts are only understood 
By being well applied. 
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